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Fruit in Flanders  
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 Pear is most important 
commodity 

 
 70% of fruit production in  

Flanders happens in  
Haspengouw 

 
 More than 90% Belgian  
     fruit growing is in Flanders 
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Concentration of fruit growing area 
in Flanders 

pome cherry 

strawberry berries 
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Research activity in Fruit 
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Research Center for Fruit Growing 
(pcfruit) 

ROYAL RESEARCH 
STATION OF 

GORSEM 

° 1943 

Gorsem, St-Truiden 
 

EXPERIMENTAL 
GARDEN FOR PIP 

AND STONE FRUIT 

°1981 

Kerkom, St-Truiden 

 
 

 

EXPERIMENTAL 
GARDEN OF 

STRAWBERRY AND 
SMALL FRUITS 

°1977 

Tongeren 

RESEARCH CENTER 
FOR FRUIT 
GROWING 

PCFRUIT  

° 2005 

2008 

2013 



PROEFCENTRUM FRUITTEELT VZW TITEL 

pcfruit 
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    RESEARCH CENTER OF FRUIT 
GROWING NPA 

Applied Scientific Research  (TWO) 
 

Zoology (pests) 
 Mycology (diseases) 

 Pomology (plant physiology & phytotechnics) 
 Environment and Technology 

 

Services to Companies (DAB) 
 

Crop protection (PoP, 
Development trials 

 (labo- semi-field, field) 
Official efficacy testing (GEP) 
Water, Nutrition & fertilizers 
Machinery, ICT and sensors 

…… 

Experimental Garden for 
strawberry and small 

fruits (PAH) 
 

Variety testing 
Crop management 

 

Experimental Garden 
(PPS) 

 
Variety testing 

Crop management 

Services to Growers telers 
(DAT) 

 

Individual support on crop 
protection, IPM, nutrition, 

irrigation, pruning,  …… 
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EXPERIMENTAL GARDEN  
FOR PIP AND STONE FRUIT 

Mur fruitier 

Plantation 
systems 

Hail nets 

+ fruit set 
+ thinning 
+ pruning 
+ … 

Fertilization & soil amendments 
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Which new varieties to plant ? 

Greenstar 
Belgica 

Rubens 
Kanzi 

Pinova 
Junami 
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Cherry research  
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Pcfruit-pah : de teelten 

 
Experimental garden for strawberry and small fruits  
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Variety testing 
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HARVEST SPREAD AND CROP 
PROTECTION OF SMALL FRUITS 
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  Knowledge transfer 
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 TWO - Pomologie 

Contact Pomology Department: tom.deckers@pcfruit.be 

• Mechanical thinning 
• Irrigation and fertigation 
• Frost protection 
• Phenology of fruit trees and fruit architecture (pruning 

systems) 
• fireblight  Erwinia amylovora in apple and pear and leave spot in 

strawberry, Xanthomonas fragariae 
 -> infection risks in fonction of climatological conditions 
*   Product development on fruit setting, thinning, growth 
 regulation, herbicides, antibacterials 
 
 

Integrated fruit production (IFP) 
compatible with sustainable 

intensive fruit plantings 
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 TWO – Environment & technology 

Sustainable Application technologies to avoid 
impact on the environment 

Contact Environment Department: kim.koopmans@pcfruit.be     Contact Technology Department: kris.ruysen@pcfruit.be  

• Optimization of application technologies 
• Canopy density spraying 
• Low drift nozzles 
• ‘On Farm’ Bioremediation Systems to avoid point pollution 
• Training of operators 
• Coördinatiecenter for follow  up of nutrients and/or 

pesticides in the environment 
• GPS positioning and robotics 

 

mailto:kim.koopmans@pcfruit.be
mailto:kris.ruysen@pcfruit.be


 Sensor and registration 
platforms 

• Information on the status of the plant 
• Nutritional status 
• Drought Stress 
• Production estimates 

• Weather sensors  
• Weather sensors 
• Smartphones for registrations 

 
 

 



Food or pharma application for fruit 
compounds 
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 TWO  - Zoölogie 

 
• Scientific projects 
  Control strategies 
  Biology of pests and beneficials  
  Phytoplasma’s 
 
• Product development 
 Contract work & short term projects 
 
• Observations and warnings 
  Monitoring network (scouting) 
  Warning systems 
 
 
  
 

Improving Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) in fruit production 

Contact Zoology Department: tim.belien@pcfruit.be 
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 TWO - Mycology 

Contact Mycology Department: piet.creemers@pcfruit.be 

• Research projects on Stemphylium vesicarium, Venturia pirina, 
Colletotrichum acutatum, storage diseases 

• Determination of infection risks based on climatological and 
biotic factors  

• Sensitivity monitoring and Anti-resistance strategies  
• Alternative treatment methods: BCO’s, Induced resistance, 

physical control methods (UV-c, TPC)  
• Residue management in fonction of extra legal requirements of 

retailers en export countries outside Europe 
• Water quality in wet sorting, disinfection, biofilm formation  

Epidemiology and integrated 
 control strategies of diseases 
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PCFruit – DAT:  Services to growers 
Independent advisers at farm level 

Individual advicers 
Pip fruit, cherry, strawberry, small fruits 

 

Leaf and fruit analysis 
for advice on fertilization and 

storage period  
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Oud-Turnhout 
Verrebroek 

Watervliet 

Poperinge 
Beitem Brussegem 

Destelbergen 
Meigem 

Herent 

Merdorp 
Hermée Neufchâteau 

Tongeren 

Gelrode Rillaar 
Assent Halen 

Bierbeek 
Glabbeek 

Verlaine 

Wintershoven Alken 

Jeuk 

Hoepertingen Wijer 

Gelmen Kerkom Visé 

Rijkevorsel 

Emblem Sint-Niklaas 

Rongy 

Pietrebais 

Bottelaere 

Oetingen 

Grand Manil 

Klemskerke 

Pamel 

Uikhoven 

Aldeneik 

Kruishoutem 
Kortrijk 

Ieper 

Koksijde Torhout 
Gistel 

Hakendover 
Helkijn 

Oedelem 

Lierde 
Heurne Bodegem 

Marcq 

  

Agrometeorological network pcfruit  
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Contact Information 

Research Center for Fruit 
Fruittuinweg 1 
B-3800 Sint-Tuiden 
0032 (0)11 69 70 80  
www.pcfruit.be 

General director dany.bylemans@pcfruit.be 
Administrative dir. andre.deroose@pcfruit.be 
 

Zoology  tim.belien@pcfruit.be 
Mycology  wendy.vanhemelrijck@pcfruit.be 
Pomology  tom.deckers@pcfruit.be 
Environment & kim.koopmans@pcfruit.be 
Technology  kris.ruysen@pcfruit.be 
 

Pip and stone fruit jef.vercammen@pcfruit.be 
Small fruits  miet.boonen@pcfruit.be 
 
Advisory   tessa.debaets@pcfruit.be 
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