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Fruit Researchers in the UK

• East Malling Research- independent, focus on 
perennial and clonal crops - now NIAB EMR

• James Hutton Institute- raspberries, 
blackcurrants

• Natural Resources Institute, University of 
Greenwich – tropical and temperate fruits, 
focus on crop protection and postharvest

• The National Fruit Collection, Brogdale
3,500 named Apple, Pear, Plum, Cherry, Bush fruit, 
Vine and Cob Nut cultivars. owned by Defra, 
University of Reading responsible for the curation
and maintenance of the National fruit Collection 
with Farm Advisory Services Team (FAST)

• (Harper Adams University - National Centre 
for Precision Farming)



Set up as a joint initiative between NRI, University of Greenwich 
and NIAB East Malling Research 

Laboratory trials are carried out at two sites

UoG Medway 
campus

Jim Mount facility East Malling



PQC research storage 
facilities
•Small, medium and commercial scale 
storage facilities.
•10 temperature controlled stores
•Controlled atmosphere chambers 
individually controlled allowing wide 
range of conditions to be compared
•Facilities for produce quality analysis.
•Environmental monitoring (CO2, O2, 
ethylene, temperature, humidity)



• Food supply chains are becoming technically more challenging:
– Populations become increasingly urbanised.
– International trade in is perishables increasing. 

• PQC provides support to NRI’s work overseas by allowing us to remain at 
the forefront of an increasing sophisticated technical area. 

• PQC is increasingly providing technical support to UK fresh produce 
industry.

• PQC runs research projects on a wide commodity base ranging from basic 
through to applied. 



UK funding for Horticultural Research 

• Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC): 
Generally fundamental research.  BBSRC Horticulture and Potato Initiative 
required 10% industry support (Funded projects focus on the high volume commodities)

• Technology Strategy Board: Most proposals to be led by industry and at least 

50% of each project should be undertaken by industry

• Horticulture Development Company (HDC) (part of Agriculture 
and Horticulture Development Board) (AHDB): Levy Body, with research 

priorities set by growers.

• Commercial: e.g. Sainsbury’s Agriculture Research and Development Grant 

• DEFRA (Agritech strategy)



Agritech Strategy (DEFRA)

• “the first time that industry 
and Government have 
identified agri-tech as an 
economically distinct sector.”

• “The infrastructure to support 
industry in applying science 
and technology to help modern 
farming and food production 
has declined over the past 30 
years. UK agriculture’s 
productivity growth has 
declined relative to our major 
competitors.”



Agritech

• £70 million Government investment in an Agri-Tech 
Catalyst single fund for projects, all the way from the laboratory to 

market . (£10 million to deliver international development objectives) 

• £90 million of Government funding for Centres for 
Agricultural Innovation 



Centre for Crop Health and Protection (CHAP) -
£21.3 CHAP 

Centre for Innovation Excellence in Livestock 
(CIEL) - £29.1

Agricultural Engineering Precision Innovation 
Centre (Agri-EPI) - £17.7

Rothamsted Research, the University of 
Reading, Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) and 
the National Institute of Agricultural Botany 
(NIAB) 

Centres for Agricultural Innovation




