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ECPGR is a collaborative Programme
among most European countries, aiming
at ensuring the long-term conservation
and facilitating the utilization of plant
genetic resources in Europe.

www.ecpgr.cgiar.org/

What is ECPGR ? 



Phase IX (2014-2018) 

• Annual budget ca. € 520k from 38 countries

• Letters of Agreement signed by 33 
countries



Structure
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Project submitted to ECPGR ‘Grant scheme’ process

for developping common protocols and tools for 

characterisation and evaluation of Malus/ Pyrus

genetic resources (24 months – budget = 30.000 €)

Objective 1 : To finalize and edit in electronic format 
“ECPGR methods and descriptor lists for the 
Characterization and Evaluation of apple & pear genetic 
resources” documents. 

Context:
• Many descriptors for different users and goals
• Need to define common protocols and methods
• Need to enlarge the list of reference cultivars 

adapted to main European climates
• Need to create specific EVALUATION descriptors & priorities
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Objective 2 : To harmonize SSR’s data across already 
genotyped collections of European pear in order to make 
them available for users and EURISCO.

Context:
• Many papers and work available for characterisation of apple & 
Pear genetic resources with SSR’s markers

• Although ECPGR common protocols and referenc cvs are defined…

• Data from different institutes are not comparable!
• Need to standardize and harmonize data!



Grant Scheme

1) ‘European collection of historical pears’ -

EcoHisPy

• 17 collections

• 140 pear accessions

• E & C priority data

• Standard model of user’s friendly global 

description



• Use and limits in the use of SSR’s
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Many partners: 
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OUTCOME 1 – Descriptors are officially adopted by WG and being 
implemented for collecting C & E data and available for wider 
potential user’s communities – Results are communicated to 
the scientific community.
OUTCOME 2 - Harmonized set of SSR marker data of apple 
(>8.000 accessions)  and pear (>700 accessions)
genetic resources are stored in a database and offered in 
open access on ECPGR website and encoded in EURISCO
OUTCOME 3 - Defining putative accession denomination errors, 
synonyms/homonyms situations and question marks.
OUTCOME 4 – Developing  genetic diversity studies at the European 
Level & ‘core collections’.

DELIVERABLES (2019)
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Thank you for your attention!


